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BARMOUTH,  U RDAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


MHUAL  REPORT  FOR  1949 = 

JOINT  REPORT  J3Y  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  AND  THE 

SANITARY  i¥sp~ectoh. 


The  Ch ai rm an  and  M embers. 

We  herewith  beg  to  submit  our  joint  Annual 
Report  in  respect  of  the  Barmouth  Urban  District  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1949  • 


STATISTICS  AN LELSP. Cl AL  CON DITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT . 


Area  of  District 

Estimated  Resident  Population . 

Approximate  Summer  Population 
Population  Census, 19 21 . 

Population  Census. 1931= 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1949  = 
Rateable  Value. 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate. 


1,347  acres. 
2^-354.  zua<*. 

8,000  - 10,000. 

3,553  = 

2,  645. 

915 

15,991= 

£62. 6. 3d. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  INCLUDING  THE  CHIEF  OCCUPATION  OF  THE  INHABITANTS 
AND  THE  INFLUENCE  OF  “ANY  PART  I CUL  A R OCCUPATION  ON  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

Barmouth  is  a typical  sea-side  holiday  resort  and  the 
livelihood  of  its  inhabitants  is  almost  entirely  dependant  upon 
its  visitors.  The  only  industries  are  of  necessity  small  but  taken 
collectively  they  do  provide  work  for  a number  of  people. 

In  none  of  these  industries  has  the  work  any  noticeable 
effect  upon  the  general  health  of  the  workers. 


LIVE  BIRTH  RATE  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES  1949  = 
DEATH  RATE  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES  1949  = 


GENE.RALJ5 RO VI SION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES . s - 
PUBLIC  HEALTH.  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHO RITE . ; - 

(1)  MEDICAL.  - Th  .re  is  one  part-time  Medical  Officer  who  is 
also  a medical  practitioner.  It  is  assumed  that  his  services  will 
be  terminated  as  soon  as  the  County  Council  scheme  comes  into 
operation. 

(2)  SANITARY  INSPECTOR.  - There  is  one  Sanitary  Inspector  who 
is  also  the  Council’s  Surveyor  and  Engineer. 

L ABO  RATO RY  FACILITI ES . - The  usual  laboratory  facilities  are  available 

at  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service, Cardiganshire 
General  Hospital, Aberystwyth. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(a)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  ;-  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases,  where 
necessary,  are  sent  to  Isolation  Hospitals  in  Caernarvonshire  and  Car- 
diganshire, there  being  no  such  facilites  available  within  the  County. 
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(b)  MON-INFECTIOUS  CASES..0-  The  Ambulance.,  Stationed  at  Dolgelley 

and  controlled  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Healthy  is  available. 

Considerable  use  is  also  made  of  the  Ambulance 
stationed  at  Barmouth  and  which  is  provided  and  maintained  by  the 
Local  branch  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

(a)  Live  Births.  $-  Male.  Female.  Total. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate. 

(b)  Still  Births. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

( c)  Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age. 

Legi timate 
Illegitimate. 

(d)  Rates  j^er.  1^0  OCg  of  Estimated  Population . 

General  Death  Rate. 

Total  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate. 

Pthisis  Death  Rate. 

Cancer  Death  Rate. 

Birth  Rate. 

Scarlet  iTevcr  Death  Rate. 

Diphtheria  Death  Rate. 

( e ) Rate s per  1,000  To t al  Births 
XLive  and  Still  Births."} 

Still  Birth  Rate. 

Maternity  Mortality  Total. 

Sepsis. 

Other  Forms. 

(f)  Rat es  per  1, 000  Live  Bi rth s . 

Infant  Mortality.  • 

Legitimate  Infants. 

Illegitimate  Infants. 

Diarrhoe  under  Two  Years. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  U REAM  AREA. 

1 . WATER  SUPPLY.  - Barmouth  is  supplied  with  water  from  two 
independent  sources  and  each  has  its  own  distribution  system.  Both 
systems  are  interconnected  at  various  points  and  it  is  therefore  possible 
to  change  over  from  one  supply  to  the  other  when  the  need  arises. 

The  older  of  the  two  systems  is  fed  from 
mountain  streams.  There  is  no  natural  reservoir  and  therefore  during 
prolonged  periods  of.  drought  the  supply  is  apt  to  fail.  Fortunately 
the  Railway  Station  is  the  only  property  supplied  from  this  source 
and  when  the  supply  fails  we  are  obliged  to  switch  over  to  the  second 
source  of  supply. 


The  second  source,  which  is  the  main  supply, 
is  from  a natural  mountain  lake  which  was  extended  in  area  by  the 
construction  of  a masonry  dam.  This  lake,  sited  at  an  elevation  of 
1,260  feet  above  sea  level  is  fed  by  a gathering  ground  some  900  acres 
in  extent  and  impounds  over  10  2 million  gallons  of  water. 
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The  first  claim  upon  the  water  from  the  lake  is  by  way  of 
Compensation  water  and  we  are  duty  bound,  to  discharge  at  the  rate 
of  480,000  gallons  daily . 

Water  for  domestic  use  is  conveyed  through  a 6 inch  diameter 
main  which  discharges,  uncontrolled,  into  a service  reservoir  of 
165,000  gallons  capacity  situated  at  Eithynfynydd  at  an  elevation 
of  490  feet  above  sea  level. 

The  trunk  main  from  the  reservoir  to  Porkington  Terrace  on 
the  south  eastern  end  of  the  town  of  Barmouth  is  y inches  in 
diameter  and  en  route  it  passes  through  the  Chlorination  Station 
and  the  Booster  Station. 

The  water  supply  system,  apart  from  the  Chlorination  and 
Booster  stations,  was  constructed  about  5 6 years  ago.  In  1921 
the  Surveyor  at  that  time  reported  to  the  Council  upon  the  system 
in  general  and  the  first  paragraph  reads  as  follows:-  " At  the  outset 
I may  remark  that  Messrs.  Lister  and  Jones,  in  their  report  on  the 
Waterworks  submitted  in  February,  1901,  condemned  the  service  reservoir, 
and  pointed  out  that  the  whole  system  was  in  the  most  urgent  need 
of  substantial  repairs;  practically  no  repairs  have  been  done  to  the 
system  so  that  the  utterly  dilapidated  and  worn-out  state  of  the 
whole  undertaking  is  to  be  deplored;  the  presert  condition,  twenty 
years  after  the  above  report,  can  be  imagined.  ,f 

Very  little  repair  work  has  been  carried  out  since  1901.  In 
lQp6  the  Council  carried  out  substantial  repairs  to  the  dam  at  en 
estimated  cost  of  £5,500°  The  work  included  grouting  of  the  dam 
with  liquid  cement  under  pressure.  Apart  from  this  expenditure 
I am  not  aware  of  any  other  major  scheme  having  been  carried  out.  Thus 
our  system,  condemned  in  1901  and  in  subsequent  years,  is  still 
in  use. 

The  Booster  Station  was  erected  in  1956  in  order  to  maintain 
a sufficient  supply  of  water  to  Barmouth  at  a reasonable  pressure 
during  the  peak  draw-off  periods  of  the  summer  months.  It  was 
in  constant  use  during  the  summer  months  up  to  two  years  ago  but  since 
then,  by  systematic  scraping  of  the  mains,  we  have  been  able  to 
dispense  with  this  costly  item  of  boosting.  In  1947  the  cost  of 
electric  current  for  the  pumps  amounted  to  £400;  in  1948  it  was. 
reduced  to  roughly  £50  whilst  in  1949  the  cost  was  reduced  to  nil. 

The  distribution  system  was  carefully  scraped  during  the  year, 
a sum  of  £246  being  spent  on  this  work. 

The  daily  consumption  of  water  is  between  260, 000  and  500,000 
gallons  and  this  flow  is  registered  by  meter  at  the  Booster  Station. 

All  water  is  chlorinated  with  Chloros  through  an  injector.  A 
Bacteriological  test  of  a sample  of  the  water  from  the  lake  itself 
on  the  15th  October,  1949  gave  the  following  results 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacille,MacConkey  2 days,57°C 

= 0 per  100  ml. 

Approximate  proportion  of  faecal  and  non-faecal  coli. 

(a)  Faecal  Coli  0 per  cent. 

(b)  Bon- faecal  Coli.  0 per  cent. 


which  indicates  that  the  quality  of  the  water  is  highly  satisfactory. 

The  Chemical  analysis  indicates  that  the  water  is  very 
''Soft5',  the  total  hardness  being  5 parts  per  million.  It  has  a.  slight 
acidic  reaction  and  shows  plumbo  solvent  action.  The  pH  value  is 
6 and  because  of  this  low  value  we  must  expect  excessive  corrosion 
inside  the  pipes.  Experiments  arc  being  made  with  Silicate  of  Soda 
to  increase  the  pH  value  to  between  7° 5 and  8. 
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This  last  year,,  1949,?  is  said  to  have  had  the  driest  summer 
for  many  years  yet  we  were  able  to  supply  the  needs  of  the  di strict 
without  any  restrictions  whatsoever.  The  watering  of  gardens  went 
on  unceasingly  throughout  the  drought  period  , and  there  was  no  cause 
for  anxiety. 


2,  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  town  of  Barmouth  is  sewered  but  Llanaber  and  the  outlying 
areas  are  not.  These  unsewered  areas  are  dependant  upon  private  and 
individual  systems  of  sewage  disposal  such  as  by  cesspools  and  septic 
tanks,,  but  the  clearing  of  such  is  not  undertaken  by  the  Council. 

The  drainage  of  the  town  is  of  the  combined  system  and 
disposal  is  by  direct  discharge  into  tidal  waters.  There  are  actually 
three  outfall  sewers,  the  main  outfall  discharging  into  Cardigan  Bay 
at  a point  on  the  north-western  side  of  the  town,  whilst  the  other 
two, 12  ins  and  9 ins  diameter  respectively, discharge  into  the  harbour. 
The  harbour  outfalls  at  one  time  were  connected  to  a single  discharge 
pipe  but  owing  to  coast  erosion  over  a period  of  years  various  sections 
of  this  single  pipe  line  snapped  off  until  today  there  are  two  distinct 
outfall,  sewers  discharing  on  the  beach  at  approximately  mid- tide  level. 
A reconstruction  scheme  has  been  prepared  but  owing  to  the  high 
estimated  cost  there  is  some  uncertainty  as  to  when  such  a scheme  can  be 
carried  out.  However,  in  order  to  reduce  the  nuisance  on  the  foreshore 
a temporary  scheme  is  being  prepared. 

The  Cardigan  Bay  outfall  sewer,  a 22  inch  diameter  cast-iron 
pipeline,  was  irriparably  damaged  some  years  ago  by  the  continuous 
action  of  the  sea.  This  sower  ultimately  discharged  on  the  foreshore 
within  a few  feet  og  the  promenade.  The  nuisance  thus  created  can 
be  imagined.  A scheme  prepared  by  the  Council's  Somsulting  Engineer 
and  intended  as  a temporary  expediency  but  subsequently,  by  certain 
alterations  in  construction,  made  to  form  part  of  the  permanent  scheme 
was  carried  out  an  completed  during  the  year.  The  work  included  the 
laying  of  a 22  inch  diameter  pipeline  120  yds  long  which, controlled 
by  a flap  valve,  discharged  on  the  foreshore  at  a point  approximately 
coinciding  with  mid  tide.  The  cost  amounted  to  about  £6,500.  This 
pipe  line  whilst  acting  at  the  present  time  as  the  outfall  sewer  will 
become  the  storm  water  overflow  in  the  final  scheme. 


3 . RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

No  complaints  of  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams  wete  received 
during  the  year  and  no  action  was  taken  by  the  Council. 


4 . CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION . 

The  following  information  is  based  upon  previous  reports 
with  amendments 


No.  of  Water  Closets.  1,213. 

No  of  Pail  Closets.  17- 

Privies  or  other  Closets.  12. 

No  of  Closets  serving  more 
than  one  house.  10. 


5 • PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

A new  refuse  collecting  vehicle  was  purchased  during  the 
year.  This  is  a properly  constructed  lorry  fitted  with  hydraulic 
tipping  gear.  The  whole  of  the  district,  with  the  exception  of  a few 
houses  in  the  outlying  areas,  is  covered  and  refuse  is  disposed  of 
at  a central  tip  under  the  partly  controlled  system. 
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OF  THE  AREA, 


6 o SANITARY  INSPECi- 


Total  number  of  inspections.  149. 

Notices  Served-  Formal.  Nil. 

Informal.  11. 

INSPECTIONS. 

Bakehouses.  8. 

Cowsheds.  14. 

Dairies.  3° 

M ilk shops.  Nil. 

Ice  Cream  Properties.  . 

Fried  Fish  Premises.  4. 

Factories.  8. 

Restaurants.  2. 

Government  Slaughter  House.  93° 

Blocked  Drains. found.  7° 

Notices  served  re  Defective 
Drains. 

(1)  Formal.  Nil. 

(2)  Informal.  5° 


CAMPING  SITES. 

The  number  of  sites  in  the  area  which  were  used 
for  Camping  Purposes  during  the  year.  4. 

The  number  of  Camping  Sites  in  respect  of 
which  Licences  have  been  issued  by  the  Local 
Authprity  under  Section. 269  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936.  1. 

The  estimated  maximum  number  of  Campers 

resident  in  the  area  at  one  time  during 

the  summer  season.  500. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT . 

No  action  was  considered,  necessary. 
SWIMMING  BATHS.  - None. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS, etc. 


No  occasion  arose  during  the  year  for  action  under 

this  heading. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  Primary  School  was  provided  with  a central 
heating  system  throughout  and  the  premises  were  painted  internally  and 
externally.  This  has  added  considerably  to  the  cleanliness  of  the 
school. 


7. HOUSING. 


Thirty  two  Airey  Houses  were  completed  and  occupied  during 
the  year,  bringing  the  total  post-war  housing  figure  up  to  58.  A further 
27  houses  of  the  traditional  type  were  also  started  during  the  latter 
ond  of  the  year  and  these  are  now  well  advanced.  These  houses  are 
built  on  6 different  sites  in  order  to  fill  up  derelict  plots  of 
land.  The  Council  are  preparing  a further  scheme  for  the  erection  of 
70  houses.  -5- 
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Two  houses, private  enterprise,  were  allowed  to  be  built 
but  only  one  was  completed  during  the  year. The  second  house 

eB'!  8^  " 0 Fa: DWI^L  11 Gg  HOUSES*5  DUra§GnTH^YEA°Rn 


l.(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 
inspected  for  Housing  defects 
(under  the  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  l8. 

(b)  Humber  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.  35* 


oo 


2. (a)  Humber  of  dwelling  houses  (included 
under  sub  head  (l)  above  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regula  tionsl925)  Hil. 

(b)  Humber  of  inspection  made  for  this  purpose.  Hil. 


5. 


4. 


Humber  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be 

in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  20. 

health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  (under  new 

Su  rvey) 

Humber  of  dwelling  houses( exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  Hil. 


5 . ( a)  Remedy  for  Defects  during  the  Year  without 

service  of  Form al  H o t ice • . Hil. 

Rendered,  fit-informal  action  by  Local  Authority  or  their 
Sc  (Sou  afLuer  Statutory  rowers  during  the  Year.  -jl 


1 « Proceedings  under  Sections  9.10  and  1 6 of  the 
Housing  Act , 195 57 


(a)  Humber  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs.  Hil. 

(b)  Humber  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notice. 


(?)  By  owners.  Hil 

(2)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners.  Nil 

2 . Proceedings  under  Health  Acts . 

(a)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect 
of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 


defects  to  be  remedied.  Nil. 

(b)  Humber  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  whcih 
defects  were  remedied  after  service 
of  formal  notice.  10. 

(1)  By  owners.  10. 

(2)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners.  Hil. 


3 • Proceed! ngs_ unde r Se ctions  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act , 1935~" 


(a)  Humber  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made. 

(b)  Humber  of  Dwelling  Houses  demolished 
in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 


Hil. 
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4 o Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  19 i6 . 


(a)  Number  of  seperate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made. 


(b)  Humber  of  seperate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit. 


5 Housing  Act,  1936.  Part.  *5.  -Overcrowding. 


(a)  1.  Number  of  Dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year.  - not  known. 

dwelling 

2.  Number  of  Families/therein.  Do. 

5.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein.  Do. 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year.  Nil. 

(c)  1.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year.  Nil. 


2.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases.  Nil. 

(cl)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  Dwelling 

Houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the 
Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding.  Nil. 


8.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF,  FOOT). 

Milk  Supply.  - Comparatively  little  of  the  milk  retailed  in 
the  district  originates  from  the  farms  within  the  district.  It  is 
mainly  imported  from  the  larger  farms  between  Llanbedr  and  Harlech 
and  from  the  Creameries  in  Welshpool.  Much  of  the  milk  is  delivered  by 
rail  and  collected  from  the  station  by  the  retailers. 

The  farms  and  dairies  within  the  Urban  area  are  inspected 
periodically  and  are  found  to  bo  reasonably  clean. 

Meat. and  other  Foods.  - Every  effort  is  made  to  inspect  all 
meat  at  the  time  of  slaughter  or  prior  to  its  removal  from  the 
p remi s e s . 

Certain  improvements  have  been  carried  out  since  my  last 
report  and  I understand  that  a general  reconstruction  scheme  is 
being  prepated.  It  is  hoped  that  this  scheme  will  be  carried 
out  in  the  near  future. 

During  the  year  4,  p97  lbs.  of  meat  was  condemned  at 
the  slaughterhouse  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
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Cattle 

(excluding  Cows) 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs. 

- - 

Pigs. 

No  of  animals 
killed  and 
inspected. 

" 

2 7. 

9. 

58. 

. 

3.163. 

• . . 

18. 

All  diseases 
except 

Tuber culo si s . Whole 

carcasses 

condemned. 

| 

6. 

" ■ 

... 

2. 

4. 

Carcass  of 
which  some  part 
or  organ  was 
condemned. 

2. 

1. 

Tuberculosis  only. 
Whole  carcasses 
condemned. 

nil . 

nil 

nil 

1 

nil 

Carcasses  of 
which  some  part 
or  organ  was 
condemned. 

No  record 
kept. 

Foodstuffs,  other  than  fresh  meat,  were  condemned  in 
fairly  large  quantities.  I,t  is  difficult  to  enumerate  the 
items  and  still  more  difficult  to  estimate  the  weight. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  TP  AN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Cases  C-.ses  admitted  to  Total 

Notified.  Hospital,  Deaths. 


No  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were 
notified  during  the  year, apart  from 
5 cases  of  Perinosis. 


TUBERCULOSIS  -NEW  CASES  A..<D  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR . 

Age. 


New  Cases 
Respiratory, 

M.  F. 


New  Cases 
Non- Re  spi r ato  ry 

M.  F. 

Deaths 

, Respiratory 
M.  F. 

1 

Deaths 
1 non- 
Ro spi rate 
Mo  F. 

. 

i 

i 

1 

1 

r 

i 

1. 

Under  1 year. 
1-10  years. 
10-15  years. 
15-20  years. 
20-2R  years. 
25-30.  years 
30-40  years. 
40-50  years. 
50-6o  years. 
Over  60  year St 
TOTALS 


1 


